CHAPTER  XII CHRISTMAS  WITH WILD ELEPHANTS
THERE is no part of my service on which I look back with greater pleasure than on my tenure of the office of Commissioner of Chhattisgarh, of which I took charge in 1888. It must be one of the most interesting divisions in the whole of India. There were at that time three British districts under the Commissioner, in two of which the official language was Hindi, of which most of the people in the interior spoke the Chhattisgarhi dialect. In the third the official language and that of the people was Uriya. The people were simple, for they had lived remote. Even the ordinary village life had, I think, more of attraction for me than that of most other parts of the Province. There were also the fourteen Native States, of which I have already said enough, and there were many Zamindans. These were large estates, the owners of which were British subjects. At the same time the remoteness of their estates, and the peculiar history of this part of the country, had given these Zamindars rights and customs which placed them in a position midway between the ordinary British subject and the Feudatory Chief. The Zamindars exercised authority over their people to a far greater extent than, is the case with proprietors, even more wealthy and more powerful, in other parts of the country; and they exercised certain powers and rights in the police, excise, forest, and other departments such as were not possessed by Zamindars la other parts Of the Central Provinces. Some of the most interesting work of the Division was done amongst
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